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ABSTRACT: Longleafecosystemsevolvedunderachronicfire regime. Thecontinualpresenceof fire is required
to keepdiem healthy. Whenmanaginglongleafpineecosystemsit is not aquestionof whetherornot to usefire, but
insteadaquestionof the frequency,intensityandseasonof applicationneededto accomplishspecificobjectives.
This talk first describestheroot,bole, andcrownchaxacteristicsthatmakelongleafpineoneof the mostfire
resistanttreeson~ ourplanet. Next comesadiscussionof howmanagerscantakeadvantageof thesetraitswhen
planningaburn. The influenceof fire frequency,fuel accumulation,weatherparametersincludingseason,and
firing techniqueuponfire intensityandseverityis touchedupon. Somesuggestionsonwhenandhowto applyfire
to achieveboth aestheticandproduct-orientedobjectives,suchasbrownspotneedleblight, are given. Our
rcsponsibilitiesto assurewc continueto ha~’ethe freedomto determinewhere,whenandhow weuseprescription
fire arestressed.Six keys to sustainthe longleafpineecosystemare: 1) no matterhowprecariousthesituation,fire
mustbe used - cithcr aloneor in combinationwith chemicalor mechanicaltreatment- to perpetuatelongleaf
ecosystems;2) thesituationis likely to get worsethe longeryou wait; 3) worry moreabouta diversegroundcover
of indigenousspeciesratherthantheoverstoay;4) burnvariability is of primeimportance;5) striveto usefire
judiciously; and6) takeeveryopportunityto educatethepublicaboutthenecessityof fire in fire-dependent
ecosystems.
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